
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 22, 2011 
 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:35 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present  Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Chauncey Ross, Jared Stout and Ashley Pribicko. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES…JUNE 8, 2011  
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes June 8, 2011 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
CHANGE ORDER…COURTHOUSE ANNEX 801 ROOF / INTERIOR REPAIR 
PROJECT 
At the request of William Sink, Director of County Facilities, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a change order with Quality 
Construction in the amount of $2,970.00 for the Courthouse Annex 801 roof/interior repair 
project.  The change order is because in the course of the interior wall repairs, the contractor 
discovered severely damaged and wet wall plaster that was unable to be salvaged and required 
removal.   This repair includes installing furring strips, insulation and drywall of the damaged 
areas. 
 
REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE INDIANA COUNTY SPECIAL RECREATION AND 
CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock commented that the Marcellus Industry is making an impact across 
Pennsylvania and part of the impact is that certain requirements that need to be met in specific 
areas of the county related to our ordinances that has been in place since 1973 and thinks it is 
quite obvious that given the decision of the Zoning Hearing Board that some changes are in order 
from that existing ordinance.  Before the Board of Commissioners can move forward in 
revisiting that ordinance, the board is asking that the Planning Commission to recommend 
changes to the county zoning code to address the growth of drilling for gas in Marcellus shale.  
Commissioner Ruddock read the following letter which is addressed to Mr. Edwin Nehrig, 
Chairman of the Planning Commissioner and Byron Stauffer, Jr., Director of the Office of 
Planning and Development: 
 
Dear Gentlemen: 



 
There has been much attention which has fallen upon communities hosting Marcellus Shale 
drilling operations.  Until recently in Indiana County, shallow well drilling has for the most part 
been conducted with minimal engagement of this office or affiliated county agencies. 
 
Our Indiana County Zoning Hearing Board has made numerous decisions affecting drilling 
operations in areas specific to the scope of the Special Recreation and Conservation Ordinance 
adopted June 23, 1973. 
 
This document has well served the county but changes to the ordinance are needed.  A recent 
decision by the Zoning Hearing Board created several additional expectations in fulfilling a 
permit application suggesting that the impact of Marcellus Shale drilling be integrated into the 
ordinance and evolving deep well activities. 
 
Over the past several months, there has been much debate and many proposals which have been 
introduced to create a balance of industrial growth and environmental assurance. 
 
Specifically, the Indiana County Board of Commissioners request that the Indiana County 
Planning Office and the Planning Commission take the necessary steps to revisit the existing 
ordinance and propose recommended changes to the Board of Commissioners at the earliest 
opportunity.  We realize that this process may take significant time to properly review all of the 
information that has become available specific to Marcellus Shale drilling.  Additionally, there  
has been efforts by many municipalities and at the state level to find ways which address the 
same concerns which have surfaced in Indiana County. 
 
Our office is prepared to support your need for legal counsel and requisite consulting services in 
the preparation of a revised ordinance.  
 
We would request an update of the status of your efforts by our first public meeting of October 
12, 2011. 
 
Sincerely, 
Indiana County Board of Commissioners 
 
Mr. Edwin Nehrig was present and said he realizes the importance of the gas industry to our 
county and we also have to be mindful of the conservation zones particularly Yellow Creek State 
Park but there are other areas also and we will get to work on recommended changes. 
 
Mr. Byron Stauffer said there have been numerous meetings with conservation type 
organizations and this has certainly heightened over the last few months.  The Natural Gas Task 
force has subcommittees which they will call upon to listen to what some of the issues are.  He 
said the debate over impact fee legislation pending in Harrisburg and model ordinance provisions 
would be taken into consideration.  The current ordinance is a long standing well served 
document and is glad to take the opportunity to update it. 
 
Commissioner Frick said that when the current ordinance was put in place nobody heard of or 
know anything about Marcellus Shale much less the capabilities of going that deep to get gas and 
that this is a great economic potential to the county. 



 
Commissioner Evanko said she is happy that the Planning Commission and the Office of 
Planning & Development will take this challenge.  We need your help and guidance and are glad 
to have people like them to step forward to help out for the county and the county’s welfare.  It 
will take a lot of time and effort. 
 
LEASE EXTENSION…HART RESOURCE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
Solicitor Michael Clark explained that a request has been received from Hart Resource 
Technologies to extend their lease for another three years.  This is the fifth and final extension 
under the current lease and which extend it to June, 2014 and will include the following changes: 
 

1. Change the name of the Lessee to Hart Resource Technologies, Inc. 
2. Change the term of three years to end June 2014. 
3. Remove the requirement to have $1 million dollars insurance on building, contents, and 

premises since the County has secured the same insurance through Reschini.  They will 
continue to maintain liability insurance and property insurance on contents/equipment. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the three-year lease extension to Hart Resource Technologies. Inc. 
 
Mr. Paul Hart from Hart Resources Technologies, Inc. was present and thanked the 
commissioners for their continued support and use of the facility.  He explained that the most 
important part to be in compliant with DEP is that they have five full-time employees and one 
part time.  The industry has dramatically changed with the increased amount of water being 
managed and the industry wants to have a portfolio of options to handle that water.  They have a 
long standing option to the shallow industry and continue to do that but also at the facility in 
Creekside they are exploring new methods of handling the water.   
 
Commissioner Ruddock asked about the impact of the decision of the state on May 19, 2011 to 
restrict frack water treatment and Mr. Hart said production has been reduced to about 50% which 
is a dramatic decrease of Marcellus water.  He said DEP is going to address Marcellus water 
going to facilities at the time of permitting. He also received notice from the Water Resource 
Advisory Committee proposing changes to Chapter 93 which would affect discharge of the 
water.  They are diligently working on a new process so that they can be ahead of the 
regulations. 
 
Commissioner Evanko asked where the water is being taken.  Mr. Hart said that since the state 
imposed the moratorium on treatment of frack water at plants discharge into streams and rivers, 
drillers have been sending water to plants in Ohio and have resorted to building their own on-site 
or regional storage tanks and ponds to keep and recycle water.  Commissioner Ruddock said 
don’t you create an additional risk by having that temporary storage capacity as opposed to 
treating the water.  That doesn’t pass the common sense test.  Mr. Hart said many legislators 
agree with him that there are unintended consequences of the secretary’s request by taking all of 
the revenue and service out of Pennsylvania, the increase in the storage, the impact on the 
industry.  All these are unintended consequences and they are attempting to work with DEP 
through legislators to address this issue, to develop a long-term plan that addresses their 
concerns, to protect the environment, while still allowing the industry to operate. 
 



Commissioner Ruddock said they appreciate Mr. Hart’s leadership and has been a very strong 
spokesperson in Pennsylvania and is please that he is part of the Natural Gas Task Force. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY TRANSIT AUTHORITY / WELFARE TO WORK 
PROGRAM 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract between Indiana County 
and the Indiana County Transit Authority to administer the Welfare to Work Transportation 
Program in the amount of $4,000.00 for FY 2011-2012. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM / WELFARE 
TO WORK  
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a sub-contract between Indiana 
County and Indiana County Community Action Program, Inc. to operate the Welfare to Work 
Transportation Program in the amount of $120,000.00 for FY 2011-2012.  The program cuts 
include insurance reimbursement, preventative maintenance workshop, AAA memberships and 
donated cars.  The program now only covers car repairs and mileage reimbursement and the 
clients must be working or have obtained a job.  The purpose of the program is to keep people 
working by helping them maintain their transportation. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY TRANSIT AUTHORITY / MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract between Indiana County 
and the Indiana County Transit Authority for operation of paratransit services for eligible clients 
to be transported to medical assistance compensable appointments for FY 2011-2012.  The total 
budget is $2,061,000.00 but budget cuts from the State are expected with this program. 
 
HOMELESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the Homeless Assistance Program 
Assurance of Compliance and Pre-expenditure Plan for PA Department of Public Welfare in the 
amount of $272,686.00 for FY 2011-2012.  However this program has been targeted from the 
state for a decrease in allocation. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM / RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Indiana County 
Community Action Program in the amount of $124,432.00 for FY 2011-2012.  She explained 
that $88,817.00 of this provides 1st month rent and security deposits for the homeless until they 
can be placed into housing. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM / HOMELESS 
CASE MANAGEMENT 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Indiana County 



Community Action Program in the amount of $66,425.00 for FY 2011-2012.  This program 
provides homeless case managers to assist clients in getting on their feet. 
 
CONTRACT…INDIANA COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM / BRIDGE 
HOUSING PROGRAM 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Indiana County 
Community Action Program in the amount of $66,106 for FY 2011-2012.  This program 
provides personnel for case management and for the operation of the bridge house in Graceton, 
Pa. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said we continue to see these programs being cut but the responsibility 
still remains at the local level.  That is the frustration we are seeing and beginning to strongly 
feel as we try to reach out to individuals who do not have the means to operate on their own.  Dr. 
Dunlap said with the cuts across the state for HSDF, Attire to Aspire LEARN, program and 
others there are a lot of unknowns. 
 
CONSULTANT CONTRACT…KATHY ABBEY-BAKER / LOCAL EDUCATION AND 
RESOURCE NETWORK (LEARN) GRANT 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Kathy Abbey-
Baker to provide Early Childhood Education for the Children’s Advisory Commission in the 
amount of $20.00 per hour, up to fifteen hour per week for FY 2011-2012. 
 
CONSULTANT CONTRACT…KATHY ABBEY-BAKER / CHILDREN’S ADVISORY 
COMMISSION 
At the request of Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Kathy Abbey-
Baker to provide services in maintaining the fundraising account for the Chilren’s Advisory 
Commissioner in the amount of $20.00 per hour, up to fifteen hour per week for FY-2011-2012. 
 
PRIVATE PROVIDER CONTRACTS FY 2010-2011 / CYS 
At the request of Tina Simon, Project Supervisor at Children & Youth Services, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private 
Provider contract with Cornell Abraxas Group, Pittsburgh, PA for FY 2010-2011 to provide 
services to Children & Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
At the request of Tina Simon, Project Supervisor at Children & Youth Services, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private 
Provider contract with Glade Run Lutheran Services, Zelienople, PA for FY 2010-2011 to 
provide services to Children & Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
At the request of Tina Simon, Project Supervisor at Children & Youth Services, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private 
Provider contract with Laura Walker, Grove City, PA for FY 2010-2011 to provide services to 
Children & Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 



At the request of Tina Simon, Project Supervisor at Children & Youth Services, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private 
Provider contract with The Thomas Organization, LLC, Oil City, PA for FY 2010-2011 to 
provide services to Children & Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN COUNTY OF INDIANA AND DP 
SAFETY RESOURCES / EMA 
At the request of Tom Stutzman, Director of the Emergency Management Agency, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with 
DP Safety Resources for FY 2010-2011. Funding will be provided by Hazardous Material 
Planning Grant in the amount of $4,000.00.  They will do an inventory of responder capabilities 
for hazardous materials response by going to the fire departments and ambulance facilities and 
reviewing their training, equipment and ability to respond to a hazardous materials event. 
 
AGREEMENT…JH CONSULTING, LLC / EMA 
At the request of Tom Stutzman, Director of the Emergency Management Agency, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with 
JH Consulting LLC.  Funding will be provided by Hazardous Material Planning Grant in the 
amount of $5,200.00.  They will provide a biannual commodity flow study which provides an 
inventory of hazardous substances being carried into the county by placard transportation. 
 
COURTHOUSE CLOSED…TUESDAY, JULY 4, 2011 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
HOLIDAY 
Commissioner Ruddock announced that the courthouse will be closed on Tuesday, July 4, 2011 
in observance of the Independence Day Holiday. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…JULY 13, 2011 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 13, 
2011 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ADJOURMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:23 a.m. 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 


