
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 25, 2012 

 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present  Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells, Nick Ruffner, Ashley Dimaio and Dick 
Robbins. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag.  He also asked those present to keep in their thoughts the soldiers being deployed to 
Afghanistan in approximately one week. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES…JANUARY 11, 2012 
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of January 11, 2012 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was an executive session held on Monday, January 23, 2012 between Armstrong and 
Indiana County Commissioners to discuss personnel matters. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT...OPEN DOOR CRISIS HOT LINE 
Ms. Sharon Layton, from the Open Door was present and announced there will be an open house 
on February 7, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Trinity United Methodist Church in Indiana to make the 
community aware of the new crisis intervention services provided by the Open Door for both 
Indiana and Armstrong Counties.  Commissioner Evanko said this has been a long process and 
thanked Vince Mercuri, Director of the Open Door for his time in making this service happen. 
 
RESOLUTION…COUNTY TAX COLLECTION DATES / TAX ASSESSMENT 
At the request of Martin Medvetz, Chief Assessor, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a resolution establishing uniform tax billing 
date of March 1 for the County which will also include the townships and boroughs.  It is noted 
that this will not affect the school districts.  Mr. Medvetz explained last year there were 13 
different due date’s for real estate taxes and also the municipalities have been engaged in the 
process. 
 
LEASE AMENDMENT…PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION / PARKS 
At the request of Ed Patterson, Parks Director, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a lease amendment with the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Board Commission extending the current lease with Hemlock Lake for another 25 years or 



until May 31, 2037.  The park is owned by the commission and operated by Indiana County 
Parks & Trails. 
 
VEHICLE PURCHASE…TRI STAR MOTORS / SHERIFF 
At the request of Sheriff Robert Fyock, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the purchase of a 2012 Ford Expedition and 
equipment from Tri Star Motors, Blairsville, PA in the amount of $30,660.56.  This will replace 
a 2002 Ford Explorer and is being purchased under state contract pricing. 
 
LEASE FOR MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE #40-03-03 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
a lease between Penn Parts Co. and Indiana County for office space at 147 Market St., 
Blairsville, PA for Magisterial District Judge #40-03-03 in the amount of $3,500.00 per month 
with an increase of 4% over the next seven years and also the ability to extend the lease 
arrangement in five-year increments thereafter.  Christy Donofrio, Court Administrator, was 
present and said the court is in agreement with the lease. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said the current location has outgrown its size and would not be feasible 
to sufficiently enlarge the office now in use.  He also said the safety and security remain as 
important in the magisterial side as they do on the court side.  Commissioner Ruddock 
commended the current landlord, Mike LaMantia, for his willingness to work with the county on 
the remainder of the current lease which extends until May 2013.   Commissioner Frick echoed 
both the size and security of the current location and the need to relocate the office.    
Commissioner Evanko said this has been a long process and has been both professional and 
personal to her.  The main concern is the security and safety of magisterial district justices and 
also to obtain the extra space needed for the office.  She thanked Commissioner Frick for taking 
the lead on the issue, Solicitor Mike Clark and Mike LaMantia for his partnership over the years 
with the county.  Mr. Jim Hogan, owner of the location, was present and thanked the 
Commissioners for the opportunity. 
 
REQUEST FOR LANDOWNER CONSENT / HART RESOURCES 
At the request of Paul Hart, Hart Resource Technologies, Inc., a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Contractual Consent of 
Landowner for a General Permit application from Hart Resource Technologies, Inc. to the state’s 
Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Management to accept the Marcellus 
wastewater, and after it has been treated,  and send the recycled water back on the trucks leaving 
the plant.  Mr. Hart expects the permit application process to take about 45 days and hopes to 
have the plant accepting Marcellus sale water again in about two months. 
 
Mr. Hart said the application is for a new permit, not a new treatment process.  HRT has had a 
state permit to discharge treated water into a nearby stream, but Governor Tom Corbett last 
spring asked Marcellus shale drillers to voluntarily stop taking their wastewater to treatment 
plants that discharge into streams or rivers.  Drillers have complied with the governor’s request 
and HRT’s business was cut in half. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said the plant was built in1976 to treat acid mine drainage from old coal 
mines but the process never got started and it was then turned over to the County and still is 
owned by the County.  Hart Chemical has been renting and maintaining the facility for the last 
twenty years. 



 
AGREEMENT…CROWN CASTLE, LLC / COVODE TOWER SITE 
At the request of Gary Ryan, Emergency Management Agency, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve an agreement with Crown 
Castle, LLC for space on an existing Covode Tower Site near Marchand for equipment for the 
county’s new public safety radio system.  The tower space will be leased at a rate of $3,000.0 per 
month with a 3% increase each year.  The lease is for five (5) years and shall extend for four (4)-
five (5) year periods automatically. 
 
2010 EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT PROGRAM – BUDGET REVISION 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development and the Indiana County Community 
Action Program (ICCAP), a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to approve a budget revision to the 2010 Emergency Shelter Grant Program 
contract (ESG).  The proposed budget revision reduces the rehabilitation line item by 
$10,000.00, from $37,119.00 to $27,119.00, and increases the operational line item by 
$10,000.00, from $56,000.00 to $66,000.00.  The rehabilitation activity contract has been 
contracted and was less than estimated costs.  DCED has given a preliminary approval to this 
change and the final paperwork will be submitted upon Indiana County approval of the revision. 
 
2007 CDBG INDIANA COUNTY ENTITLEMENT – BUDGET REVISION 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve Budget Revision #2 for the 2007 
CDBG Indiana County Entitlement Program.  The proposed revision reduces the planning 
activity line by $7,845.70, from $10,000.00 to $2,154.30, and increases the general 
administration line by $7,845.70, from $41,606.00 to $49,451.70.  The planning activity was 
completed under the contracted amount of $10,000.00.  The 2007 CDBG contract expires in May 
of 2012 and the revision is necessary to complete the contract close-out.  The required paperwork 
will be submitted to DCED. 
 
HPRP – BUDGET REVISION #2 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development and the Indiana County Community 
Action Program, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously 
carried to approve Budget Revision #2 for the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program Contract.  The contract budget remains the same at $354,951.00 but adjusts the line 
item amounts as follows: 
 

 Increases the Financial Assistance by $14,212.56 from $215,251.35 to $229,463.91. 
 Decreases the Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services by $20,318.33 from 

$121,952.65 to $101,634.32. 
 Increases Data Collection and Entry by $5,077.76 from $8,874.00 to $13,951.76. 
 Increases the Administration by $1,028.01 from $8,873.00 to $9,901.01. 

 
The necessary paperwork will be submitted to DCED for final approval. 
 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR CONSULTANT SELECTION / BRIDGE 
INPSECTIONS 
At the request of Byron Stauffer, Director of Planning & Development, a motion was made by 
Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the Policy and 
Procedures for Consultant Selection for the inspections of the county and municipal bridges for 



2013 through 2016.  Mr. Stauffer said the process has been updated from the Federal Highway 
Administration in hiring a consultant.   This policy also names the following individuals to the 
selection process and includes the Director of Planning & Development. Chief Clerk, Director of 
County Facilities and a PennDOT Representative.  It is also noted that once PennDOT approves 
the Policy the county will advertise for firms who would be interested in doing the bridge 
inspections. 
 
AGREEMENT…ICOP LODGE #15 DETECTIVES 
At the request of Melissa Miller, Director of Human Resources, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the agreement with ICOP 
Lodge #15 Detectives Employees as follows: 
 

1. Term of Agreement: January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2012 
 

2. Health Care: 
a. Effective 1/1/2011, eligible employees will pay eight (8) percent of the applicable 

component premium. 
b. Said employee contribution to premium will increase to ten (10) percent effective 

1/1/12. 
 

3. Wages: 
a. Effective 1/1/2011, current employee base hourly rate of pay shall increase by 2%. 
b. Effective 1/1/2012, the base hourly rate of pay shall increase by 2% 
 

RE-APPOINTMENTS…CHILDREN’S ADVISORY BOARD 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to re-
appoint Barbara Telthorster and Dr. Bonni Dunlap to the Children’s Adivsory Board; terms to 
expire December 31, 2014. 
 
APPOINTMENT…HOUSING AUTHORITY 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to appoint 
the following to the Indiana County Housing Authority:  Sandy Dill, term to expire January 2013 
and James E. McQuown, term to expire January 2015. 
 
VACANCY…INDIANA COUNTY MUNICIPAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 
Commissioner Ruddock announces that a vacancy exist on the Indiana County Municipal 
Services Authority.  Anyone interested should contact the Commissioner’s Office, Mike Duffalo 
at ICMSA or Luann Zak in the Planning Office. 
 
APPOINTMENT…SOUTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION 
A motion was made by Mr. Ruddock, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to appoint 
the following individuals to the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission:  Rodney D. Ruddock, 
David S. Frick, Patricia A. Evanko, Byron Stauffer, Jr. and Dana Henry with terms to expire 
December 31, 2015. 
 
 
 



OTHER BUSINESS 
Commissioner Ruddock said the Doug Hill, Director of CCAP came out to Indiana County to 
discuss issues that affect not only Indiana County but the region, the state and the priorities of the 
organization.  Commissioner Evanko is serving as chairman of the Governance Committee and 
Commissioner Ruddock will be serving as chairman of the Community and Economic 
Development committee with CCAP. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said they also met with Gary Sheppard who is the Director of the Penn 
State Cooperative Extension in Westmoreland County and will be the director of Armstrong, 
Indiana and Westmoreland counties on beginning on March 1st.  Bob Pollock will become the 
Program Director of Region 6.  They will have the same office currently being held but it is 
simply a title change and this is a result of reduction in costs.  Gary brings his expertise in the 
dairy industry and the horticulture interests will remain with Bob Pollock. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…FEBRUARY 8, 2012, 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
February 8, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.   
 
ADJOURMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
  
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
 


