
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 22, 2012 

 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
  
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present  Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells, Nick Ruffner and Dick Robbins. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES…FEBRUARY 8, 2012 
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of February 8, 2012 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
RESOLUTION…INDIANA COUNTY VETERANS DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
Commissioner Ruddock read the following press release regarding the Indiana County Veterans 
Program: 
 
Indiana County with the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce has developed a plan to create 
a list of businesses which currently offer, or are interested in offering, a discount to all veterans.  
That directory will be made available to veterans on our website and made available through 
both radio and print advertisement. 
 
The Indiana County Chamber of Commerce Office has contacted several retailers and has 
learned that many, if not a majority, offer discounts to active/retired military veterans.  
Unfortunately, only those who are on active duty, military retired or are being supported through 
a veteran’s hospital have access to such identification cards.  The program which we are offering 
will provide an I.D. photo which helps the sales agent at each business to validate your veteran 
status.  This photograph will be taken at no charge to the veteran.  The only requirement would 
be to record the DD form 214 in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds.  We expect to begin taking 
I.D. photos on April 10, 2012. 
 
Once our County Veterans Affairs Office certifies a veteran’s DD form 214/Report of Separation 
is an original or true/certified copy of an original, it will be digitally recorded by a staff member 
of the Recorder of Deeds Office.  At that time, we will issue an official Veterans’ picture I.D. 
card certifying that the bearer is an honorably discharged veteran similar to the statement we 
stamp on certified discharges. 
 



 “As custodian of Registrar of Military Discharge records in the County of 
Indiana, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I hereby certify that the veteran has 
presented valid proof of Honorable Discharge from the United States Armed 
Forces.” 
 

All veterans should record their DD form 214 with the Indiana County Recorder of Deeds 
Office.  This act is “important” to provide documented evidence of your service to country.  This 
form will be secured and protected for both veteran and family use and remain a part of 
documented history of your participation as a proud veteran of the United States Armed Forces. 
 
It is my thought that this program would help close a very important loop for those veterans who 
have faithfully served our country but carry no documented evidence to demonstrate their years 
of faithful service.  We trust that this program will serve as a model for other counties to support 
veterans and recognize that we will never forget their service. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said there is a gap out there.  If you have an active duty card and if you 
have are retired card, you are fine and you can go into a place that honors veterans they will 
honor those two cards.  But if you are a veteran who has not retired or on active duty, you have 
no substance to demonstrate that you are a veteran.  In fact some of our veterans have taken the 
DD form 214 to the site and have been denied that use.  The new program will provide photo ID 
cards that will help sales agents at participating businesses validate the veteran status as a 
customer.  We will also accept veterans from other counties who what to record their DD form 
214 so that they can do business here in Indiana County.  In the interim period of time, we want 
to go out and secure from businesses their willingness to support this particular program.  A list 
will be presented to the veteran and also publicized through the county’s website, Indiana 
Gazette and Renda Broadcasting.  We are going to do everything we can to sell this to the 
businesses of Indiana County so that veterans don’t get turned away.  A veteran is a veteran for 
life.  They don’t end status when they go off active duty.  Once we go out and tell our story and 
Indiana County has a proud heritage of honoring its veteran.  This will close the loop hole that 
some of them have not been properly recognized.   
 
At the request of Commissioner Ruddock to validate this program, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, Indiana County Commissioners along with the Veterans Affairs Office, 
Recorder of Deeds and the Chamber of Commerce are developing a very special program so that 
our county can recognize the service and sacrifices made by our returning veterans; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the “Indiana County Veteran Discount Program”, eligible individuals 

would receive a picture I.D. card, identifying them as a veteran of military service.  Participating 
county merchants would agree to honor the card by providing holders with a discount on 
purchases or services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the county will provide an attractive professionally designed window poster 
identifying the merchant as a participant of this most admirable initiative.  Additionally, the 
merchant’s name, address and discount particulars will be printed in a pamphlet form and 
distributed to Indiana County veterans; and 



 
WHEREAS, the Indiana Gazette and Renda Broadcasting have joined this effort to help 

bring awareness to our county veterans; and 
 
WHEREAS, this program would help close a very important loop for those veterans who 

have served our country but carry no documented evidence to demonstrate their years of faithful 
service.  We trust that this program will serve as a model for other counties to support veterans 
and recognize that we will never forget their service; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Indiana County Commissioners do hereby 

support the “Indiana County Veteran Discount Program” and it is our hope that the merchants of 
Indiana County also support this program. 

 
Dated this 22nd day of February, 2012. 

 
 
    INDIANA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
    ______________________________________________ 
    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
    ______________________________________________ 

ATTEST:    David S. Frick, Commissioner 
 
_____________________________ ______________________________________________ 
Robin Maryai, Chief Clerk  Patricia A. Evanko, Commissioner 
 
Commissioner Evanko thanked Rod’s leadership in bringing this forward because this should 
have been in progress long ago.  Our veterans all need to be recognized and supported.  She 
comes from a long line of veterans and her daughter does have her DD form 214 recorded.  She 
appreciates that Patty Streams Warman has stepped forward to have this in her office and support 
her two fellow commissioners for being veterans and appreciate what they and all veterans have 
done for the country. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock thanked Dana Henry from the Chamber of Commerce, Patricia Streams 
Warman and Brenda Stormer for their assistance in the concept plan.  We can actually take the 
photo id that will be at no cost to the taxpayer of Indiana County.  The cost of the photograph 
unit will be paid for by the revenues born by those who come in and take service out of Indiana 
County.  This machine will also serve to take passport photos and will have a dual purpose.   
 
Brenda Stormer commented said she will reach out to the VFW posts for support and this 
program is doing well in other areas.  She said it is time we help our veterans out as they have 
done so much for us.  There have been many requests for such a program and it is an exciting 
time.  Commissioner Evanko said they have received numerous letters for the help Brenda 
provides to the veterans in Indiana County.  Commissioner Ruddock also commented they are 
still working on bringing a veteran’s clinic to Indiana County. 
 
 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANING…THE PRISON INMATE MEDICAL COST 
CONTAINMENT PROGRAM 
At the request of Carol Hummel, Warden, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Prime Care 
Medical, Inc. who will act as an agent for payment of Act 22 Service Funds to PIMCC.  Act 22 
was passed in 2010 which enables hospitals to be compensated at medical rates for inmates 
receiving inpatient hospital care through the Department of Public Welfare.  The Department of 
Corrections will be the pass through agency and the County Commissioners Association has 
worked very hard on getting the bill passed.  Prime Care Medical, Inc. has agreed to act as our 
agent instead of going through the PIMCC (prison inmate medical cost containment) program 
which will save the county money.  We will not have to pay an administrative fee which will be 
2.55% to 1% of what we have paid the previous year for inpatient medical costs.  Prime Care is 
going to pay those fees for Indiana County. 
 
CONTRACT AWARD…RUNWAY CONSTRUCTION / INDIANA COUNTY JIMMY 
STEWART AIRPORT 
At the request of the Indiana County Airport Authority, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evank and unanimouslyc carried to award without any conditions, a contract in 
the amount of $5,372,494.99 to Aarcon Enterprises, Inc. (Trafford, PA) for the third construction 
phase of the new runway at the Airport.  This phase will be the final construction phase and 
includes the placement of stone, sewer line work, stormwater controls, lighting, marking, signage 
and paving. 

 
The following have been received by the County and the conditions on the contract award of 
January 11, 2012, may be removed: 

 
1. An executed grant agreement for the Federal and State funds. 
 
2. Written approval from the PA Bureau of Aviation to award the contract to Aarcon 

Enterprises, Inc. 
 

The local share of project costs will be shared by the County and Airport not to exceed the 
project agreement schedule. 
 
CONTRACT FOR UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE ADMINISTRATION 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to enter into an agreement to provide UCC 
services for Marion Center Borough beginning March 1, 2012.  This action will result in the 
number of municipalities for which Indiana County administers the UCC to 29.   

 
CHANGE ORDER #1 – 300 INDIAN SPRINGS ROAD ROOF RENOVATIONS 
PROJECT 
On behalf of the Indiana County Development Corporation (ICDC), at request the Office of 
Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Mr. Frick and 
unanimously carried to approve Change Order #1 for the 300 Indian Springs Road Roof 
Renovations Project.  This change order will result in an increase of $2,546.00 to a contract with 
C.E. Davis Contracting of Ford City, PA, and will permit the replacement of all electrical 
conduits for the rooftop HVAC units prior to the installation of the new roof membrane.  The 



revised contract amount will now be $87,121.00.  Funding for the project is derived from the 
ICDC as part of a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant. 
 
CHANGE ORDERS – PENN WORKS GRANT/BLAIRSVILLE SEWAGE TREATMENT 
PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, the Blairsville Municipal Authority and 
Bankson Engineers, Inc. a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to approve Change Order #16 for the General/Mechanical contract with 
Galway Bay Corporation, Inc. for the Blairsville Sewage Treatment Plant Expansion Project.  
The change order increases the contract by $4,799.87 for additional field service for the start-up 
of gas burner equipment.  The change order revises the contact from $5,174,732.14 to 
$5,179,532.00.  The additional funds will be covered by the Blairsville Municipal Authority’s 
Penn Vest Funding.   

 
IMPACT FEE…COUNTY UPDATE 
Commissioner Ruddock gave an update of the impact fee and said the Governor of Pennsylvania 
signed into law Act 13 which is the Natural Gas Impact Fee Act which was also House Bill 1950 
on February 14, 2012.  On the basis that Act, counties have been given a 60 day window in 
which enact legislation to support the intent of this act.  We as county commissioners want to act 
prudently and responsibly.  We understand the financial considerations which will come to our 
county and to our municipalities, yet we want to make sure that we take a bit more time to be 
better informed decision makers as to all of the aspects of this particular Act.  We also want to 
meet with interested township and borough leaders simply to be sure that they have 
understanding of any vote taken by this board.  Hopefully we hope to do that at the March 28th 
meeting.  This will be well within the sixty day window of April 11th.   
 
We have had great support on reviewing what we presently know about the Act.  Representative 
Dave Reed met personally with the board to talk about the Act and the intent of the Act. We 
asked questions regarding the issues that we face as a county and for those of the municipalities.  
We have also had the opportunity to be on a phone conference with the County Commissioners 
Association where we have had a number of opportunities by phone to call in and become more 
aware of what this Act means to counties.  The board now feels they now need to take this 
information that has been gained and carry it on to the municipal leaders the best they can.  We 
hope to meet with the municipalities on March 13th regarding the Act.  It is not as easy to follow 
as it might appear to understand the funding but it is quite clear collectively could gain a 
significant amount of money that would help us in certain areas in which we know additional 
dollars are needed particular in the conservation district.   
 
Commissioner Ruddock said they understand that this particular Act also imposes some new 
environmental regulations on the industry.  It prudes public safety standards and clarifies how 
local government may use zoning in land use regulations to regulate drilling operations.  That is 
another reason and rational for us to make sure we take some time to see what impact that has on 
how we do business as a county.  We have a zoning ordinance that is being reviewed now by the 
Planning Department and the Planning Commission against the regulatory changes that have 
been instituted by virtue of this Act 13.  They will be preparing to present to us later 
modifications to that particular proposal and hopefully within the window approved by law for 
that ordinance.  There is a lot thing happening concurrently here and we might be a little bit 
unique from other counties because we do have a county zoning for Blue Spruce Park, Pine 
Ridge Park and Yellow Creek State Park.  We will have to see how the other counties move on 



this then and go from there.  The one thing we do know is we will not have clarity on the exact 
number of dollars because it is a fluid number depending on the number gas wells validated 
through DEP for the State of Pennsylvania and that relationship with the number of wells that are 
validated as permanent wells in Indiana County.  Commissioner Evanko said if we don’t impose 
the impact fee, we still have to change the ordinance because it is going against the law that was 
enacted by the Governor. 
 
APPOINTMENT…ICMSA 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the appointment of Timothy W. Daldoss, Clarksburg, PA to the Indiana County Municipal 
Services Authority; term to expire January 2018. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…MARCH 14, 2012, 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 
14, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.   
 
ADJOURMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:04 a.m. 
  
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
 


