
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 24, 2012 

 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present   Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells, Nick Ruffner and Greg Reinbold. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES…DECEMBER 3, 2012 
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of December 3, 2012 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
JUVENILE ACCOUNTABILITY BLOCK GRANT FY 2013 - 2014 
At the request of Patty Bracken, Court Administrator’s Office, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the 2012-2013 Juvenile 
Accountability Block Grant supporting Mr. Thomas Kauffman from April 1, 2013 to March 31, 
2014 in the amount of $10,000.00. 
 
CONTRACT…THOMAS KAUFFMAN / COURTS 
At the request of Patty Bracken, Court Administrator’s Office, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Thomas Kauffman 
in the amount of $25,000.00 effective April 1, 2013 through March 31, 2014.  Mr. Kauffman will 
represent delinquent and dependent children in the Indiana County Juvenile Court as assigned by 
the Juvenile Court Judge.  This contract is funded through the Juvenile Accountability Block 
Grant. 
 
CONTRACT…ROBERT S. BELL / COURTS 
At the request of Patty Bracken, Court Administrator’s Office, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract with Robert S. Bell in 
the amount of $29,000.00 effective January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013.  Mr. Bell will 
represent defendants who have conflicted out of representation by the Indiana County Public 
Defender’s Office. 
 
AGREEMENT…PRIME CARE MEDICAL, INC. / JAIL 
At the request of Sam Buzzinotti, Warden, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the 1.5% cost increase to the Prime Care Medical 



Contract effective January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013.  This increase was negotiated down 
from a requested 4% increase from Prime Care Medical saving the county $15,232.48.  The total 
increase will be $9,139.49. 
 
VEHICLE PURCHASE…TRI-STAR MOTORS / PROBATION 
At the request of Mike Hodak, Chief Probation Office, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a vehicle purchase from Tri-Star 
Motors, Blairsville, PA in the amount of $21,691.00.  It is noted that this vehicle will replace a 
2004 Chevrolet Impala with an odometer reading of approximately 164,000 miles and is being 
purchased under state contract pricing. 
 
VEHICLE PURCHASE…TRI-STAR MOTORS / SHERIFF 
At the request of Sheriff Robert Fyock, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a vehicle purchase from Tri-Star Motors, Blairsville, 
PA in the amount of $31,410.81.  It is noted that this vehicle will replace a 2005 Ford Explorer 
with an odometer reading of approximately $110,000 miles, brake and transmission problems.  It 
is also being purchase under state contract pricing. 
 
5-YEAR BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM…GIBSON THOMAS ENGINEERING CO. 
At the request of Eric Robl, Gibson Thomas Engineering, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the 5-Year 
Bridge Inspection Program Technical and Price Proposal.  The purpose of the work is to inspect 
the Indiana County bridges including the township and boroughs with no cost to them. 
 
CONTRACT TERMINATION…INFOCON CORPORATION / PROTHONOTARY’S 
OFFICE 
At the request of Randy Degenkolb, Prothonotary, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve three contract terminations with Infocon 
Corporation.  Mr. Degenkolb said the Infocon system has been replaced. 
 
CONTRACT TERMINATION BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND INDIANA COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY FOR THE WELFARE TO WORK 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 2012-2013 
At the request of Dr. Bonni, Dunlap, Human Services Director, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract termination between the 
County and Indiana County Transportation Authority for the operation of the Welfare to Work 
Program effective December 31, 2012.  The program assisted eligible individual with car repairs 
so that they could maintain their jobs.   However the monies allocated are not enough to sustain 
the operation of the program. 
 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND INDIANA COUNTY COMMUNITY 
ACTION FOR THE PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM/HUMAN SERVICES 
At the request of Dr. Bonni Dunlap, Human Services Director, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract between the County and 
Indiana County Community Action for the Prescription Assistance Program.  This will allow 
ICCAP to hire a contracted person to assist eligible individual to get free or reduced 
prescriptions.  The total collected is between $40,000.00 and $60,000.00.  The contract is from 
January 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013. 



 
CONTRACT – 2012 INDIANA COUNTY CDBG 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to enter into a contract agreement with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for the 2012 Community 
Development Block Grant Contract.  This request also includes approval for all required forms to 
be signed by Commissioner Ruddock for contract execution.  The contract amount is for 
$579,005.00 and includes the County’s entitlement funds and those for the entitlement 
communities of Burrell and Center Townships and Indiana Borough.   
 
COMMITMENT LETTER APPROVAL – 2012 P.H.A.R.E. FUNDS 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to accept and sign the “Acceptance Letter” of 
conditional award with the Pennsylvania Housing and Finance Agency for P.H.A.R.E. Funds 
(Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Fund).  This request also 
includes approval for Commissioner Ruddock to sign all necessary forms to secure the 
conditional award.  The conditional award is for $155,000.00 for the construction of the Clinton 
Street Gardens Homeless Veterans Housing Project.  The development will consist of five one-
bedroom and one two-bedroom units.  All six units will be Visitable and fully handicap 
accessible.   
 
The project has multiple funding sources with contract commitments in place for the HUD 
Supportive Housing Program of $482.639.00, Indiana County 2011 CDBG of $251,000.00, and a 
local funding commitment of $18,306.00 from the Northern Cambria County Development 
Corporation.  A pending application for $500,000.00 of HOME Funds is waiting final review 
from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development.   
 
GRANT AGREEMENT…PA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT (DCED) – MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a grant in the amount of 
$26,300.00 from the PA DCED – Municipal Assistance Program.  The grant is for the 
preparation of the Indiana Student District Program. 

 
The Student District Planning project will coordinate the planning efforts of Indiana Borough, 
White Township, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and the Indiana County Comprehensive 
Plan in and around the University campus.   Each will have a substantial interest in well planned, 
well designed areas close to campus.  Ongoing and recently completed planning efforts have 
shown notable overlaps in agreements in land-use and regulatory policies in areas such as student 
housing, parking, transportation and neighborhood preservation. This project will focus on these 
agreements in a comprehensive planning process that involves all the stakeholders in identifying 
issues and opportunities and building the action strategies to mitigate issues and capitalize on 
opportunities.  Specific areas of concentration will be housing, transportation, and open space. 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION…CLOSE OUT – COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP 
GRANT PROJECT – INDIANA COUNTY GREENWAYS PLAN 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development recommends that the Board of 
Commissioners sign a Resolution closing out a Community Conservation Partnership Grant for 
the Indiana County Greenways and Trails Plan.  This Plan was approved in Spetember s one of 
the four documents included in “Where We Live…A Comprehensive Plan for Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania”. 
 
RESOLUTION…APPALACHIAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT – 
ACCESS ROAD PHASE – JOSEPH LAND DEVELOPMENT / 119 BUSINESS PARK, 
CENTER TOWNSHIP 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, on behalf of the Indiana County 
Development Corporation (ICDC), a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko 
and unanimously carried to execute the Appalachian Regional Development Agreement and 
related resolution in order to serve as project Sponsor of access road improvements known as the 
Joseph Land Development Access Road or 119 Business Park, located in Center Township.  The 
ICDC is engineering plans to develop approximately 27 acres of property located along the U.S. 
Route 119 corridor, but will access the development off Luciusboro Road, which has been 
updated with a traffic signal, providing a safe access point.  The ARC shall provide up to 
$300,000.00 or eighty percent (80%) of the actual eligible construction cost of the access road.  
The 27-acre site has been designated as a Keystone Opportunity Zone.  The Route 119 corridor 
has been identified as a priority economic development project area as documented in the 
Southern Indiana County Cooperative Communities Comprehensive Plan and the Indiana County 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
COST PROPOSAL WITH L.R. KIMBALL FOR BUSINESS ANALYSIS OF 
BROADBAND SERVICES/ APPLICATIONS / EMA 
At the request of Tom Stutzman, EMA Director, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko to approve a cost proposal with L. R. Kimball for business analysis of broadband 
services.  The purpose will be to do a study of all of the County agencies to identify better 
utilization of the network that was built through the 911 system.  The cost of the study is 
$48,000.00. 
 
CERTIFICATION FOR AUTHORIZED USE OF 9-1-1 FUNDS / EMA 
Tom Sutuzman explained that on an annual basis the county is required by the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Agency to certify that the funds distributed are utilized specifically under the Act 78 
under the Public Safety Emergency Telephone Act.  A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded 
by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the certification as recommended by PEMA. 
 
RESOLUTION…2012 GENERAL OBLIGATION NOTE 
At the request of Michael Clark, Solicitor, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a resolution authorizing the County to file 
supplemental information with DCED, and to file any additional information or documents that 
they may need to provide the requisite approval of the 2012 General Obligation Note. 
 
UNION CONTRACTS 
Mr. John Reilly, the County’s Labor Negotiator, was present to recommend that the Board ratify 
six tentative agreements with various unions in the County. These agreements cover about 268 



employees or 80% of the unionized employees.  All six agreements call for wage adjustments 
over a four (4) year contract of 2% for 2013; 2.5 % for 2014 and 2015 and 3% for 2016.  As a 
result of a health care committee, they were able to negotiate with Highmark for healthcare a 2% 
reduction in premium for 2013, no increase in 2014, and 10% cap for 2015.  He negotiated with 
the unions a 7% cap in 2015 and 2016 on those rates. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative contract with ICOP Lodge 3 at the Jail. (66 employees) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative contract with the Deputy Sheriff’s. (14 employees) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative contract with AFSCME Courthouse. (70 employees) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative contract with ICOP 15. (17 employees) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
a memorandum of understanding with the Jail Sergeants. (5 employees) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative contract with AFSCME Indian Haven. (96 employees)  He noted this is the first 
year that Indian Haven was separated from the Courthouse.  There are modifications to leave 
provisions for current and new employees which will result in savings to the county. 
 
Mr. Reilly said all of the contracts have been ratified by the unions and are still negotiating the 
remaining contracts for 20% of the union employees.  Commissioner Ruddock commended John 
Reilly and the unions for negotiating in good faith knowing the intent of the County to move 
forward.  We are looking at a 4 year concept plan for budget preparation of the County that takes 
in consideration taxation concept and by doing this we have established a 4 year window by 
which we will know specifically what the costs will be to the county for salary and healthcare.  
 
HIGHMARK MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
John Reilly explained that there will be a Memorandum of Understanding with Highmark stating 
there will be a 2% reduction in premium for 2013, no increase in 2014, and 10% cap for 2015.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the pending Memorandum of Understanding with Highmark. 
 
BROKER OF RECORD FOR HIGHMARK…RESCHINI 
John Reilly explained that the Healthcare Committee reviewed over the last year brokers to 
administer the healthcare for the County.  It was a unanimous recommendation to the Board to 
retain The Reschini Agency as Broker of Record for healthcare through Highmark for the next 
four years.  A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried 
to approve The Reschini Agency as the Broker of Record for Healthcare through Highmark. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock commented that there was some question whether the County was 
getting the best cost so a Healthcare Committee was formed to review the process.  There was 



representation from both union and non-unions.  In the end it validated that the process the 
county used was in good faith and will continue to do so. 
 
CONTRACT…WESTMORELAND COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
Commissioner Evanko explained that a prior Board of Commissioners agreed to house a branch 
in Indiana County for the Westmoreland County Community College.  It was also agreed based 
on the budget, the County would give a donation to the College.  The awards are based on their 
need, based on their aid eligibility which is based on their Expected Family Contribution as 
calculated by the FAFSA information.  They have to be an Indiana County resident, complete a 
sponsorship form and must apply for Federal Financial Aid by completing the FAFSA.  
The amounts are calculated based on the number of credits students take, the total number of 
students applying for sponsorship and how much funding there is.  The amount donated for 2012 
was $39,200.00, however for the amount was reduced to $29,200.00.  A motion was made by 
Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve the contract to support 
Westmoreland County Community College for the term of January 1, 2013 through December 
31, 2018. 
 
BOARDS AND AUTHORITIES 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the following appointments to the various board and authorities. 
 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
C. William Lauver, 315 Country Club Rd., Indiana, PA  15701 
Clair “Tip” Ruffner, III, 155 Skyline Drive, Marion Center, PA  15759 
New term to expire Janaury, 2018 
 
FARM LAND PRESERVATION BOARD 
David Bork 537 Neal Rd., Homer City, PA  15748 
David S. Frick, Indiana County Commissioner 
New term to expire December 31, 2015 
 
HIGHRIDGE WATER AUTHORITY 
Michael Caugherty, Box 81, Blacklick, PA  15716 
New term to expire January 2018 
 
HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 
Marsha Brown, 807 Water Street, Saltsburg, PA  15681 
New term to expire January, 2018 
 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Rodney Grettler, 206 Forest Ridge Rd., Indiana, PA  15701  
Scott Cook, 226 S. 7th St., Indiana, PA  15701 
New term to expire January 2018 
 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 
Thomas Spring, 99 Tanoma Rd., P.O. Box 28, Home, PA  15748  
Bernard Lockard, Sr., P.O. Box 128, Indiana, PA  15701 
Monica Beltowski, P.O. Box 43, Cherry Tree, PA  15724  
New term to expire January 2019 
 



PLANNING COMMISSION 
R. Edwin Nehrig, 349 Nehrig Rd., Homer City, PA  15748 
James Parson, 85 Jeffrey St., Indiana, PA  15701 
New term to expire January 2016 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Richard Keith, 695 Hemlock Rd., Commodore, PA  15729  
New term to expire 2018 
 
SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 
Samuel R. Arone, 281 S. Main St., Homer City, PA  15748  
New term to expire 2018 
 
TRANSPORTATION AUTORITY 
Daniel Berkey, 196 Franklin St., Clymer, PA  15728 (New Appointment) 
Term to expire January, 2016 
 
Verna Bruner, 168 Penrose Hollow Rd., Robinson, PA 15949 
New term to expire January 2018 
 
INDIANA COUNTY UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 
Dave Kirk, 1847 Ambrose Rd., Marion Center, PA  15759 
New term to expire January 2018 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD 
Jerry Seitz, 283 Ridgeview Circle, Blairsville, PA  15747 
New Term to expire January 2016 
 
REAPPOINTMENT OF JANIS LONG AS CHAIRMAN OF THE FARMLAND 
PRESERVATION BOARD 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the reappointment of Janis Long as Chairman of the Farmland Preservation Board. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
A request was received from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture certifying that Indiana 
County’s match towards farmland preservation. A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the Certification of County Funds for 2013 
Program Year stating that Indiana County has no match. 
 
2013 GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the 2013 General Fund Budget as follows: 
 
Opening Balance - $31,046.00 
Total Revenues - $31,294,627.00 
Total Expenditures - $31,325,673.00 
 
The real estate tax will increase by 5 mills.  This will allow a real-estate tax rate of 37.40 mills.  
7.40 mills of 37.40 are applied to debt service which the remaining millage of 30.0 is the general 
operating fund.  The per-capita tax rate will remain at $5.00 



 
Commissioner Ruddock said since the budget went on view December 3, 2012, they met with 
Judge Martin through a petition to give us the authority to elevate the mills above 25.00 which 
you must do by law.  We had lengthy testimony to the Judge, presented the financial plan for the 
county, and described fully what the intent is to make the County stand on its own financially.  
He was very supportive of the concept plan moving forward and understands that we need to 
have something in place financially to cover us for a number of years to get to a tax reassessment 
status in 2016.  By doing the 5 mills this year and not any additional millage application over the 
next three years, it helps us build a little of a revenue base which can use to offset our costs as we 
get into the tax reassessment year.  We have received a copy of the approved court order issued 
by Judge Martin. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock also said since the budget went on view we lost revenue in the amount 
of $2,424.00 but were able to reduce expenses by $210,637.00. 
 
2013 PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the 2013 Capital Fund Budget as follows: 
 
The total Revenues - $37,420.00 
Capital Improvements Fund Balance - $148,580.00 
Capital Fund Expenditures - $186,000.00 
 
2013 PROPOSED LIQUID FUELS BUDGET 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the tentative 2011 Liquid Fuels Budget as follows: 
 
Total Revenues - $390,125.00 
Total Expenditures - $390,125.00 
 
CONTRACT…IRA WEISS / TAX ASSESSMENT 
At the request of Frank Sisko, Chief Assessor, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract between Janet Burkardt, 
representative of The Law Offices of Ira Weiss, and the Indiana County Commissioners.  The 
purpose of the contract is for the writing of an RFP for the future Reassessment Project 
scheduled to go into effect for 2016 as well as consultants for the project.  Although the scope of 
the work in the contract is extensive, the County will billed at the rate of $125.00 per hour.  The 
Board of Commissioners and Mr. Sisko will determine the level of involvement and their role as 
consultants. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock commented that the firm of Ira Weiss has worked on both sides of the 
issues of tax reassessment so they have a strong background. 
 
COURTHOUSE CLOSED…DECEMBER 25, 2012 CHRISTMAS DAY AND   
JANUARY 1, 2013 NEW YEARS DAY HOLIDAY 
Commissioner Ruddock announced the courthouse will be closed on December 25, 2012 in 
observance of the Christmas Day Holiday and January 1, 2013 in observance of the New Year’s 
Day Holiday. 



 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Commissioner Ruddock commented on a book called “Santa’s Glee” by David & Katherine 
King.  He said when you see this going into print for Indiana County it doesn’t get any more 
special than that on this celebrated season. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…JANUARY 9, 2013 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 
9, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:15 p.m. 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
 
 


