
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 28, 2012 

 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
  
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present  Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells, Ashley Dimaio, Nick Ruffner and Jeff 
Himler. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock asked Kaylee Maughan to lead those present in reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the American Flag.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES…MARCH 14, 2012 
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of March 14, 2012 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
VETERANS DISCOUNT ID CARD PROGRAM…BEGINNING APRIL 2, 2012 
Patricia Streams Warman was present and announced that the Veterans ID Card Program will 
begin April 2, 2012.  She is very proud of the project and the hard work that the Commissioners, 
the Veterans Office and the Chamber of Commerce did to make it happen.  The veteran will need 
to go the Veterans’ Office first to complete a form to get their DD form 214 and then they need 
to make sure it is recorded in the Recorders Office and a card will be issued.  Dana Henry from 
the Chamber of Commerce was present and said that the veterans are an important commodity in 
Indiana County and we need to support them.  There are 31 businesses that will provide 
discounts of up to 25 percent and the list is on the Chamber of Commerce website and on a daily 
basis getting more businesses to respond.  Commissioner Ruddock said we will make sure it is 
on the county’s website as well. 
 
Many retailers offer discounts to active and retired military veterans but only those on active 
military duty, those who are retired from the military and those being supported through a 
veterans’ hospital with identification cards that verify the their eligibility.  The new county-
issued cards are intended to supplement those already in use and help sales agents at 
participating businesses validate a veteran’s eligibility for a discount. 
 
Commissioner Frick and Evanko both thanked Commissioner Ruddock for his leadership in 
making this program happen. 
 
 
 



EVERGREEN BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF WESTERN PA’S YOUTH OF THE 
YEAR…KAYLEE MAGHUN 
Laurie Schiffbauer from the Evergreen Boys & Girls Club was present and said that Kaylee 
Maghun was selected as Youth of the Year for the Boys & Girls Club of Western Pennsylvania.  
Kaylee competed against 12 other clubs and will now go to Harrisburg to compete for the State 
Youth of the Year.  One member from each club is nominated for the honor based on 
contributions to family, school, community and his or her Boys & Girls Club, as well as for 
personal challenges and obstacles overcome. 
 
Kaylee thanked the Commissioners for inviting her to the meeting.   She also thanked her 
parents, the Boys & Girls Club and the Commissioners for their support.  Throughout Indiana 
County she has spent countless hour volunteering and one of her major projects was rebuilding 
the Barr Slope playground.  She is President of the Keystone Club, which is part of the 
Evergreen Boys & Girls Club, and they decided to do fund raisers to fund the project and raised 
$1,000.  She said it means a lot to her that the Commissioners took time out of their busy day to 
come out to Purchase Line for the holiday dinners that the Keystone Club helped with and also to 
the ceremony for the End of Summer Clubs.  She said she will try her best to represent Indiana 
County in Harrisburg. 
 
PROCLAMATION…NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK 
After a proclamation was read by Ms. Evanko, a motion was made, seconded by Mr. Ruddock 
and unanimously carried to proclaim the week of April 8 – 14, 2012 as National 
Telecommunicator’s Week in Indiana County and honor the men and women whose diligence 
and professionalism keep our city and citizens safe. 
 
PROCLAMATION…NATIONAL COUNTY GOVERNMENT MONTH 
After a proclamation was read by Mr. Frick, a motion was made, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to proclaim April 2012 as National County Government Month and 
encourage all County officials, employees, schools and residents to visit the Courthouse to view 
displays by the various county offices. 
 
APPOINTMENT…FRANK SISKO AS CHIEF ASSESSOR/DIRECTOR OF TAX 
CLAIM 
Commissioner Ruddock announced that Martin Medvetz is retiring as Chief Assessor/Director of 
Tax Claim after 41 years of service to the county.  Effective April 2, 2012 Frank Sisko who has 
been field assessor in the office for 16 years will be his replacement.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to appoint Frank Sisko as Chief 
Assessor/Director of Tax Claim.  Patricia Streams Warman was present and administered the 
oath to Mr. Sisko. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said that Martin Medvetz has been a true advocate for the citizens of 
Indiana County even though the job requires a great deal of difficulty at times.  When you tell 
someone what their taxes are, whether it is low or high, it is received warmly if the person doing 
it knows his job.  Martin has a reputation in the state to be a very sensible, knowledgeable and a 
contributing member to the state agency he is a part of and we are going to miss his leadership in 
Indiana County. He always has the answer or response and takes the time to research for the 
answer and Commissioner Ruddock said he is always comfortable passing the information on.  
He thanked Martin for his 41 years of terrific leadership in Indiana County. Commissioner 



Evanko said when someone leaves they take the knowledge with them and he is going to be 
missed because he is an expert in his field and appreciates the service he has given to the county. 
 
Martin Medvetz said the Commissioners have made a wise choice.  Frank was the first field 
assessor in the county as the county contracted that service out prior to Frank’s employment with 
the county.  He said Frank is a very responsible young man and it is his pleasure to recommend 
him to this board.  Martin has always kept in the forefront to do the job to the best of your 
ability, to be an advocate not only for the tax payer but the taxing bodies as well.  As long you 
treat people fairly, that’s the best you can do.  Being in the role of assessments and taxes is not 
always popular especially during these times but people do appreciate and understand when you 
explain the situation to them.  Martin thanked this board saying they have been very good to 
work with. 
 
CONSULTING AGREEMENT…MARTIN MEDVETZ 
The Commissioners all commented they do not want to lose the expertise that Martin Medvetz 
brings to the community and want to make use of his services.  There are a lot of issues today 
with the counties dealing with assessment management and strategies.  We want to continue to 
have Martin available to them and Frank as a consultant on an as needed basis for taxation 
matters.  It is a temporary position and can be abolished at any time deemed to appropriate.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a 
consulting agreement with Martin Medvetz at the rate of $50.00 per hour. 
 
Commissioner Frick commented Martin has been a real legitimate and aggressive individual to 
advise the board on how to deal with those situations.   
 
ORDINANCE AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE AND 
THE COUNTY OF INDIANA…COMPUTER CRIME TASK FORCE 
Patrick Dougherty, District Attorney announced that they have joined the Pennsylvania Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task Force joining with Delaware County, the Pennsylvania State 
Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Delaware County runs the program and Indiana 
County will be a member of the task force.  The Indiana State Police barracks in Indiana County 
houses the computer forensic division for the western part of Pennsylvania.  The individual they 
are bringing on board has over 20 years of experience and is originally from Indiana County. 
 
The purpose of this program is to achieve maximum cooperation in a combined law enforcement 
effort and at combating Internet Crimes Against Children in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.   By joining this task force, Indiana County will benefit from grant resources, joint 
operations and training opportunities which would otherwise be unavailable to law enforcement 
in Indiana County and/or the citizens of Indiana County. 
 
The mission of this task force is to investigate and apprehend high technology criminals and to 
protect our community by preventing high technology crime and national security threats 
involving computers and computer networks. The specialized resources necessary to investigate 
these crimes is costly and in order to keep up with the ever changing technology it is necessary to 
join forces with other law enforcement agencies on a local, state and national level.  By joining 
this, Indiana County has pledged to be on the forefront of fighting cyber-crime. 
 



This program will have no cost to the Indiana County tax payers as it is 100% grant funded and 
will enable Indiana County to employ a forensic computer specialist with over 20 years’ 
experience working with the Pennsylvania State Police. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the ordinance and the intergovernmental agreement between the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania State Police and the County of Indiana.  A motion was also made by 
Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to allow Commissioner Ruddock to 
sign on behalf of the county for this agreement. 
 
RESOLUTION…SUPPORT OF TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTS, 
RECREATIONAL TRAILS AND SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 
At the request of Laurie Lafontaine and with the support of the Indiana County Parks & Trails 
Board, a motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to 
approve a Resolution in support of transportation enhancements, recreational trails and safe 
routes to school.  Ms. Lafontaine said the funding is up for reauthorization by congress and this 
resolution is asking congress to allocate funding for these categories.  Indiana County has 
benefited, especially for the Hoodlebug and Ghosttown Trails, by receiving $4.5 million in 
transportation enhancements.  The county also has benefited with the Safe Route to School along 
with many municipalities in the county. 
 
AUTHORIZATION OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE AT THE COUNTY PARKS & 
TRAILS 
At the request of Ed Patterson, Parks Director, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by 
Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the sale of surplus equipment at the Indiana 
County Parks & Trails.  Items may be seen at the County Parks Office between the hours of 7:30 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Sealed bids are due by May 7, 2012 and will be awarded at the public 
meeting on May 9th at 10:30 a.m. 
 
AGREEMENT…REACT VIDEO TESTING SYSTEM FOR ADULT CORRECTIONS 
At the request of Carol Hummel, Warden, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a license agreement for the REACT Video Testing 
System for Adult Corrections to be used as a re-employment screening tool. 
 
The REACT system is a specifically designed, research-based, video simulation test that 
identifies outstanding candidates well suited for the demanding job of correctional officer.  
REACT uses simulation of actual job circumstances to understand how candidates will respond.  
Dimensional scores will provide a preview of behavioral patterns to expect if the candidate is 
placed in a job requiring offender contact.  The video test is also accompanied by a reading test, 
count test, and report writing test.  Overall judgment scores plus candidate response patterns in 
these eight dimensions are reported:  effective control, balanced authority, a courteous 
communication style, professional relations with offenders, hard working, team orientation, 
management supported and integrity.  There is a one-time license fee of $150.00 and cost per test 
of $28.00.  Melissa Miller, Human Resource Director, supports the program. 
 
AGREEMENT – OPTION TO RECEIVE DONATION OF PROPERTY 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve an “Option to Receive Donation of 
Property” with Albert A. and Louise J. Corte.  Mr. and Mrs. Corte desire to donate Parcel #25-



003-744 that is located in Indiana Borough for the County to construct permanent housing for 
Veterans of Indiana County.  The option is for a one year period during which time the County 
will seek to obtain the funding necessary for the construction and erection of a Veterans Housing 
Project. 
 
Albert Corte, an Army veteran who served in Korea near the end of the Korean War was present.  
He told the commissioners he first considered donating the parcel as a new site for the Indiana 
Free Library, but fest the library should remain in downtown Indiana.  He next decided to offer 
the property for a homeless veterans’ shelter after reading news-accounts from previous 
commissioners’ meetings about the needs of homeless veterans. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock thanked Mr. Corte for the donation of land on behalf of all veterans and 
also the citizens who believe this is the right thing to do.  He said we are so appreciative for the 
donation and that this is the in-kind match we need to take this to the next step and without that 
commitment we can’t move forward.   
 
RESOLUTIONS APPROVING ENTERING INTO COOPERATION AGREEMENTS – 
2012 CDBG 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the following Resolutions to 
approve entering into Cooperation Agreements with the following Entitlement municipalities as 
required to submit Indiana County’s 2012 Community Development Block Grant Program 
application: 
 
  Indiana Borough Center Township Burrell Township 
 
Burrell Township has been added as a new entitlement community due to the 2010 U.S. Census.   
 
RESOLUTION…STUDENT DISTRICT PLANNING 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a resolution indicating 
authorization and commitment of cash and in-kind match for an application to the Department of 
Community and Economic Development for a Municipal Assistance planning grant for the 
Student Planning District project in Indiana Borough and White Township.  This resolution will 
authorize the Local Government Academy multi-municipal planning grant awarded to the 
County on behalf of Indiana Borough and White Township to be used as match for the DCED 
MAP grant. In addition, the cash match of $416.67 for the LGA grant and Office of Planning & 
Development staff time will be used as in-kind match. 

 
RESOLUTION…CLYMER FORM BASED CODES 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a resolution indicating support and 
commitment of match for an application to the Department of Community and Economic 
Development by Clymer Borough for a Municipal Assistance planning grant to develop Form 
Based Codes and to update the Clymer Borough Comprehensive Plan that was prepared in 2000.  
This resolution will authorize Office of Planning & Development staff time of $4,000 to be used 
as in-kind match for the DCED MAP grant.  
 
 



ORDINANCE AUTHORIZATION…IMPACT FEE 
Commissioner Ruddock said it has been discussed that Indiana County would be making a 
decision on the ordinance for the Impact Fee on unconventional gas wells.  The act required gas 
well drillers to start paying the state a drilling impact fee on each unconventional gas well.  
Through a complex state-derived formula, some of the money collected will be retained and used 
by the state, and some will be distributed to counties and on down to municipalities.  There have 
been meetings with the township, boroughs and the Gas Task force informing them of the impact 
fee process which has been generally supported.  A motion was made by Mr. Ruddock, seconded 
by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to authorize the advertisement of the ordinance that will 
be considered and acted upon at the April 11th public meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
A late request was received from Kristina Taylor-Porter, Executive Director for the Center for 
Family Life and the Children’s Advocacy Center of Indiana County asking the Board to 
Proclaim April 3, 2012 as Child Abuse Awareness Day in Indiana County.  Kristina explained 
there will be an open house on April 3, 2012 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for The CARE Center of 
Indiana County.  A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously 
carried to approve the proclamation. 
 
Commissioner Ruddock said that he and Commissioner Evanko recently attended a conference 
with the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania.  There was much discussion at the 
conference of the funding cuts across the state with Human Services and Community 
Development Block Grant, Marcellus Shale Gas legislation, Voter ID legislation, Transportation 
and Children & Youth Foster Care. 
 
COURTHOUSE WILL BE CLOSED…FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2012 GOOD FRIDAY 
HOLIDAY 
Commissioner Ruddock announced that the Courthouse will be closed on Friday, April 6, 2012 
in observance of the Good Friday Holiday. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…APRIL 11, 2012, 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 
11, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:44 a.m. 
  
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 
 
 


