
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 25, 2012 

 
Commissioner Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock called the regular meeting of the Indiana County 
Commissioners to order at 10:35 A.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. 
  
ROLL CALL 
Chairman Rodney D. Ruddock, present  Commissioner David S. Frick, present 
Commissioner Patricia A. Evanko, present 
 
Also in attendance were Solicitor Michael T. Clark, Chief Clerk Robin Maryai and others.  
Members of the news media present were Randy Wells. Jeff Himler and Nick Ruffner. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ruddock asked Rita Johnson and Kristyn Cromer to lead those present in reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES…APRIL 11, 2012 
A motion was made by Ms. Evanko, seconded by Mr. Frick and unanimously carried to approve 
the minutes of April 11, 2012 as submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MOCK CHECK FROM PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL RETIREES 
Patricia Marshall from the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees presented the 
Commissioners with a mock check for $1,157,872.  The check represented the amount of money 
PASR members saved communities through their donated time to charitable, educational, 
political and religious organizations.  PASR members in Indiana County in 2011 volunteered 
54,207 hours of service. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT…ICCAP FOOD DRIVE 
Dr. Rita Johnson, the instructor of the community nutrition class at IUP was present and 
announced that the 18th annual Neighbors Helping Neighbors Community Nutrition Food Drive 
will be on April 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Students from the class will be outside of 
eight Indiana County grocery stores wearing bright blue shirts collecting donations of 
nonperishable food and personal care items and cash for food pantries that will be donated to the 
ICCAP food pantry.  The stores include Valeski’s Fourth Stree Bi-Lo, Walmart in Indiana and 
Blairsville, Giant Eagle, Big Lots, Mercik’s Bi-Lo in Homer City, Tate’s Supermarket in 
Clymer, and Shop n’ Safe in Saltsburg.  She said “Hunger is not a problem we fix once like a 
leaky faucet or flat tire.  Hunger happens over and over, even during the same day.  Hungry 
children can’t learn and grow.  Hungry Adults get sicker more often and have increased risk to 
many diseases.”   
 
PROCLAMATION…NURSES WEEK 
After a proclamation was read by Ms. Evanko a motion was made, seconded by Mr. Frick and 
unanimously carried to proclaim May 6 – 12, 2012 as Nurses Week in Indiana County.  Nearly 
3.1 registered nurses in the United States comprise our nation’s largest health care profession.  



The theme for the week is:  Nurses: Advocating, Leading, Caring.  Commissioner Ruddock said 
the critical piece of Indiana’s strength has been its quality of care. 
 
PROCLAMATION…NURSING HOME WEEK 
After a proclamation was read by Mr. Frick, a motion was made, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to proclaim May 13 – 19, 2012 as Nursing Home Week in Indiana County 
and encourage all to celebrate those that make a positive difference in their lives every day.  
“Celebrating the Journey” is the theme for the week and it is an opportunity to honor those who 
make our nation’s skilled nursing care centers special – residents, family members, employees 
and volunteers.  John Bradley and Kim Chi, both employed at Indian Haven, were present to 
accept the proclamations. 
 
PROCLAMATION…ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS WEEK 
After a proclamation was read by Ms. Evanko, a motion was made, seconded by Mr. Frick and 
unanimously carried to proclaim April 25, 2012 as Administrative Professionals Day in Indiana 
County.  Today, there are more than 4.1 million secretaries and administrative assistants working 
in the United States.  Admins have remained the steady center of efficiency through it all, 
helping ensure that jobs get done right on time and under budget. 
 
PROCLAMATION…CORRECTIONS EMPLOYEE WEEK 
After a proclamation was read by Mr. Ruddock, a motion was made, seconded by Mr. Frick and 
unanimously carried to proclaim May 6 – 12, 2012 as Corrections Employee Week in Indiana 
County and encourage all citizens to recognize the vital role these dedicated professionals play in 
ensuring the effective operation of our correctional system in the interest of public safety.  
Warden Carol Hummel was present to accept the proclamation.   
 
Commissioner Ruddock also announced that Warden Hummel will be retiring on May 18, 2012 
and has been with the county for 34 years.  The old county jail just minimally met the standards 
of life for the humane treatment of prisoners and many challenges existed because of the age, 
size and increased population of the building.  Despite the challenges a grievance was never filed 
and it is because of the leadership.  The board also complimented her in the transition to the new 
jail in White Township. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FROM THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
CORRECTIONAL HEALTH CARE 
Warden Hummel explained that when they moved to the new jail it was their goal for the 
medical department to be accredited.  They filed and have received accreditation through the 
National Commission on Correctional Health Care.  To be able to meet the national standards for 
healthcare is commendable especially for a facility the size of Indiana’s.  It took a lot of 
commitment and hard work on behalf of the correctional staff and Primecare Medical who has 
the contract at the jail. 
 
PROCLAMATION…NATIONAL BIKE MONTH 
After a proclamation was read by Mr. Frick, a motion was made, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to proclaim May 2012 as National Bike and Walk Month in Indiana 
County.  This is in association with the League of American Bicyclists which has declared May 
to be National Bike Month for each of the last 5 years and again in the year 2012.  The 13th 
Annual Bike to school Challenge will be held Tuesday, May 8, 2012 and all who support 



bicycling are encouraged to participate in the planned events.  Additionally, a Bike to School 
event is planned for Indiana Jr. and Sr. High Schools on Tuesday, May 15, 2012. 
 
OPTION TO PURCHASE…2011 CDBG 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve an “Option to Purchase” property 
with Julius J. Triber, Jr. and Eileen F. Triber for Tax Parcel #42-046-305.  The property is 
located in White Township and is the proposed location for the construction of a permanent 
housing complex for Homeless Veterans in Indiana County.  The option is for a one year period 
with the right to extend the option for an additional six month period.  The option will be 
exercised when the final funding component, HOME Funds, for the construction of the project is 
secured by the County.  To-date, two of the three funding sources have been secured. 
 
CHANGE ORDERS…PENN WORKS GRANT/BLAIRSVILLE SEWAGE TREATMENT 
PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT 
At the request of the Office of Planning & Development, the Blairsville Municipal Authority and 
Bankson Engineers, Inc., a motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and 
unanimously carried to approve Change Order #15 for the Blairsville Sewage Treatment Plant 
expansion Project for the Electrical Contract Number 09-4 with Bronder Technical Services, Inc.  
The change order will provide for the purchase and installation of a 1000 watt UPS and the 
conversion of the existing 500 watt UPS to include an automatic bypass feature.  The total 
amount of the change order is $5,738.50.  The funds will be provided by BMA through the Penn 
Vest Loan portion of the program financing.  The County Penn Works funds have been 
expended. 
 
ORDINANCE…2012 GUARANTY AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIGHRIDGE WATER 
AUTHORITY AND THE COUNTY OF INDIANA 
Mr. Tom Lynch, Bond Council for Highridge Water Authority explained that on April 17, 2012 
the Authority was able to negotiate a sale of their refunding bonds thereby refunding the 2006 
bonds to generate a savings of over $370,000.00.  The new lower interest rate bonds will replace 
the higher interest rates on the 2006 bonds.  A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. 
Evanko and unanimously carried to approve the guaranty and ordinance of the 2012 Bonds.  It is 
noted that the ordinance has been properly advertised.  Commissioner Ruddock said the net gain 
is to Indiana County and the savings planned to be utilized for a line replacement project being 
undertaken in Charles, East Wheatfield Township as well as additional line extensions in Brush 
Valley Township. 
 
RESOLUTION…APPROVAL OF 2011 INDIANA COUNTY MUNICIPAL WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 
At the request of Tim Long, Director of the Indiana County Recycling Center, a motion was 
made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a resolution 
approving the 2011 Indiana County Municipal Waste Management Plan.  This planning activity 
is required by Pennsylvania’s Municipal Waste Planning Recycling Waste Reduction Act.  The 
original waste plan was completed in 1990 and revised in 2001.  The plan was reviewed by the 
Solid Waste Advisory Board and the Solid Waste Authority.  The main emphasis of the plan was 
to determine future disposal capacity needs for county waste, looked at benchmarking existing 
waste and recycling programs, examined current recycling performance, and developed an action 
plan and timeline of things that will take place over the next ten years to strengthen and enhance 
waste and recycling programs.  The main objective of the plan is the effort to secure disposal 



capacity agreements for all waste generated in the county over the next ten years.   The expiring 
plan had agreements with six disposal facilities or landfills to accept county waste and the new 
planning effort there will be 15 disposal facilities.  He said 96% of waste stays in the county at 
Evergreen Landfill. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION…HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RESPONSE FUND FOR 2012 
At the request of Greg Zimmerman, Emergency Management Agency, a motion was made by 
Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a grant application for 
the 2012 Hazardous Materials Response Fund in the amount of $72,697.99.  The funds are used 
for reoccurring costs of Hazmat related calls. 
 
AGREEMENT TO TERMINATE CONTRACT WITH ICCAP…WELFARE TO WORK 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
At the request of Dr. Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve an agreement to terminate a 
contract with ICCAP for the Welfare to Work Transportation Program.  The Human Services 
Office will complete the necessary work for the remainder of the FY year 2011-2012.  The 
program helps eligible people keep their cars maintained in order for them to keep their jobs. 
 
CONTRACT…2012-2013 SUBSIDIZED CHILD DAY CARE SERVICES WITH THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
At the request of Dr. Bonni Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract for the 2012-2013 
Subsidized Child Day Care Services with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the amount of 
$2,034,825.00. 
 
CONTRACT…2012-2013 SUBSIDIZED CHILD DAY CARE SERVICES WITH HEAD 
START 
At the request of Dr. Bonni, Dunlap, Director of Human Services, a motion was made by Mr. 
Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a contract for the 2012-2013 
Subsidized Child Day Care Services with Head Start.  The purpose of the contract is to 
determine eligibility for people who are working and need help with child care costs.  The 
program provides information for child care, subsidies to pay for child care and also information 
of the child care providers in the county. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF INDIANA COUNTY SPEAK UP 2012 
Dr. Bonni Dunlap announced a survey called Indiana County Speaks up!  The survey will ask 
questions about perception of living in Indiana County and the human services that are available 
to families.  The survey is available at www.SpeakUp2012 org beginning April 18, 2012 through 
June 1, 2012.  The survey takes about 15 minutes to complete. 
 
PRIVATE PROVIDER CONTRACTS FY 2011-2012 
At the request of Tina Semon, Children & Youth Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private Provider contract with 
Families United Network, Inc., Pennsdale, PA for FY 2011-2012 to provide services to Children 
& Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
At the request of Tina Semon, Children & Youth Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private Provider contract with 



NHS Pennsylvania, Harrisburg PA for FY 2011-2012 to provide services to Children & Youth 
Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
At the request of Tina Semon, Children & Youth Services, a motion was made by Mr. Frick, 
seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve a Private Provider contract with 
The Children’s Aid Home Programs of Somerset County, Inc., Somerset, PA for FY 2011-2012 
to provide services to Children & Youth Services and Juvenile Probation on an as needed basis. 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENT…AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
A motion was made by Mr. Frick, seconded by Ms. Evanko and unanimously carried to approve 
the appointment of Clair “Tip” Runner, III, Marion Center, PA to the Indiana County Airport 
Authority; term to expire January, 2013. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING…MAY 9, 2012, 10:30 A.M. 
The next regular scheduled Commissioners’ Public meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 9, 
2012 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business to come before the Board at this time, Commissioner Ruddock adjourned 
the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 
  
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Patricia A. Evanko, Secretary    Rodney D. Ruddock, Chairman 


